
.!.BE NEWLOOK of 3 Constitution Plaza is shown in t ist's rendering of the office tower planned for the site of the former WFSB~
Channel 3, "Broadcast House," below. The building, designed by CBT Architects of Boston, is set to be completed by the summer of 2011.

fmancingfor theproject. Islamsaid
Wednesday he is makingsignificant
strides, but stillmust have 60 percent of
the buildingspokenfor by tenants. So far,
the two leases, Islam's and the tenant
expected to be revealed today, accountfor
about 50,000 square feet, or slightlyless
than 30 percent.

Islamacknowledges that the marketfor
offices in downtown Hartford is slow. But
he said heremains optimistic about
leasingopportunities. Islam saidhe
believes that the strongemphasis on
green technologywill attract tenants
from inside-andmore important­
from outside the city.

"Themarket is not the greatest, but my
building is unique in Hartford," Islam
said. "Therehas been no new [office]
building in Hartford in 20 years."

ConnecticutRiver.
Ithas been nearlya year since Islam'

announced theproject. He now estimates
that the cost will be slightlymore than the
$40 million initiallyprojected, closer to
$40 million to $45 million.

The size ofthe tower remainsnearly
the same in.the new design, nearly 180,000
squarefeet ofoffice space, plus 16,000
square feet ofretail andspace that could
be used by the public.

Demolitionofthe oldBroadcastHouse
should be completed in two or three
weeks, but some ofthe debris will remain
on the site, Islam said. Itwill be recycled,
he said, for use in the newbuilding.

Construction could begin in late spring
orearly summer of201O, with space ready
for tenants by late summer 2011.

Much still depends on securing
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Tower Will Feature 12 Stories Of Office Sp

esigns for a 12-storyoffice
tower that would replace the
old WFSB, Channel3,
studios in downtown

Hartfordno longer includecurved
architecturalflourishes meant to mimic
the nearbyPhoenix "boatbuilding" and
Connecticut Science Center.

Instead,newplans - to be unveiled this
morning at apressconference-callforan
exteriorthat is "more square than curvy,"
an interioratriumsoafingfromthe lobby
to the roofand arooftop restaurant that
wouldbeopen to the public, accordingto
thebuilder, AbulA Islam.

Islam said Wednesdaythat the new
design is more in keepingwith the styleof
the office structures on Constitution
Plaza, ofwhich the newtower will be part.
Yet the design will still set it apart - key
to marketing abuildin that Islamsays
willhave "green"t into
n rysquare

ohave its 0
architecture Islam sai

Islam'sc
based in Middlet two
floors ofthe building, to be called the AI
Tech Center. He is expected today to
announce a lease with anothertenant.
Islam wouldn't identifythe tenant
Wednesday, but said the lease was for one

or.
The interioratrium woul glass

roofthat wouldflood thes a light.
Offices bordering th would have
glass walls to help conv vityand
vibrancy inside. The rooftop restaurant,
which doesn'thave an operator yet, would
capitalize on views ofdowntown and the


