


Daniel Whittemore (left) and Abullslam expect their company's
environmentally friendly concept to be duplicated up and
down the East Coast.
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firms an unprecedented opportu­
nity. "This is going to be the first
time anyone has brought a multi­
tenant LEED platinum office
building onto the commercial
real estate market. certainly in
this region. We're making this
classification of.building open to
anyone - a small technology
vendor or a larger institutional
organization. We're deliberately
making this building larger than
[our own needs require], just to
prove that this kind of facility is
going to bring people into the
downtown area because they
want to be in a building like this,
and they wantto be surrounded
by people with the same desire
that we have."

These days, companies of
every size, in virtually every
industry, "are touting how green
they are. Obviously, that directly
impacts our building. The AI
Technology Center will serve as a
marketing piece for everyone
inside it."

He added, "As business folks,
we want to positively affect the
planet. As a whole, in the end, it
makes great economic sense as
well- and what business isn't
going to be attracted to that?"
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Preparing for the upturn
As for the current state of the

economy and his prospects offill­
ing his new building with ten­
ants, Mr. Islam isn't worried. He
concedes that Hartford's down­
town vacancy rate "is not the
best. But once this building is
constructed in late 2010, I believe
it will be the most desirable loca­
tion for companies who would
like to make a statement that
they are working from a state-of­
the-art green building." Its locale,
at the crossroads of 1-84 and 1-91,
"is absolutely great. and I'm hop­
ing that by the time we weather
this recession in 2010, things will
come back to normal, if not to the
same level as before the recession."

"Obviously," Mr. Whittemore
said, "we all wish the economy is
something different than what it
is right now, but we believe our
project is one of the projects that
will push through, even given the
downturn."

He said when the AI
Technology Center is ready for
occupancy, it will offer other

He said the Al Technology
Center will also engage the com­
munity by opening its auditori­
um to the public. "We will defi­
nitely reach out to everybody in
the community to promote an
interest in green technology."

The AI Technology Center is
expected to be one of the most
desirable locations in the area.

engage the students in
Hartford."

As plans for the building move
forward, Mr. Islam is interacting
with executives of other area
companies, including UTC, to
encourage local science-based
firms to make mentoring and
internship opportunities avail­
able to local youth. Once the Al
Technology Center opens, the
company hopes to partner with
its tenants and other companies
to seek ways to involve students
- from both the city and the sub­
urbs - in the field of science.

As the programs at the
Academy of Science and Green
Technology evolve, Mr.
Whittemore said, "companies like
AI Engineers will have limitless
opportunities to get kids engaged
in planning their future. There
have to be reasons for kids to stay
and build their futures in this
area. We have a great education
system, largely, in Connecticut.
Why not get kids excited
about staying here and work­
ing here, and being engaged
in green and the economy of
the future? That's what this
building represents,"

Mr. Islam said that since pur­
chasing the Channel 3 property,
he has met with outgoing
Connecticut Science Center presi­
dent Ted Sergi and plans to meet
with Mr. Sergi's successor, Matt
Fleury, to discuss common goals.
The science center has also made
engaging Hartford students in
science a major focus.

"1 want to play an active part
[in that effort], because we are
trying to promote the green
agenda. With our building right
across the street, we will
absolutely have a major synergy
with the science center."

Building for the future
A large part of Mr. Islam's con­

cerns about revitalizing
Connecticut's capital city involves
its young people. He said many
Hartford students have been dis­
advantaged by an educational
system that doesn't measure up,
in many cases, to the education
available to children in the sub­
urbs - and he'd like to see that
change.

Mr. Islam, who sits on the
board of the nine-month-old
Academy of Engineering and
Green Technology, part of
Hartford Public High School,
wants to use his building project
to encourage the city's young
people to learn more about
science and green technology,
and encourage them to enter
those fields of study.

Given Connecticut's brain
drain, particularly in the maths
and sciences, "If these kids from
the city do not find viable
employment, that's not good for
anybody. [Companies are] looking
for the next generation of work­
force, and Hartford students
could proVide that skilled labor,
provided we pay attention."

The academy, sponsored by
United Technologies, is partnered
with the Connecticut Business
and Industry Association, on
whose board Mr. Islam also
served from 2004 to 2008. "That
made me realize the importance
of education in the urban area,"
he said.

"The president of Al Engineers
is very passionate about engag­
ing the next generation of scien­
tists and engineers," Mr.
Whittemore said. "And as a com­
pany, we have a very strong
desire to tap the fertile field of
Hartford to encourage [young
people] to go into science and
technology green-collar jobs."

He noted, "Many aerospace
companies have a residents-only
policy, and if we can turn some of
the students on to science and
technology, maybe we can point
them into that field. One of our
primary reasons for building in
Hartford was to reach out and

reduce our energy use and our
carbon footprint," he said. "That
was a very powerful motivation
for us to move to downtown."

Mr. Islam said he's had his eye
on the Broadcast House property
on Constitution Plaza for some
time, and when it became avail­
able for purchase, he acted qUick­
ly to acquire it. "It's a prime loca­
tion," he said.

The AI Technology Center will
be situated across from the "icon­
ic" Boat Building, owned by The
Phoenix - and a stone's throw
from the nearly completed
Adriaen's Landing project, which
includes the Connecticut Science
Center, the convention center and
the mixed-use Front Street proj­
ect, now under construction.

Mr. Whittemore said with the
addition of an economically and
environmentally viable bUilding
at the foot of Founders Bridge,
"what we're really creating
here is the new gateway to
Hartford."

individual cars long distances to
work. A related decrease in down­
town housing sent numerous .
urban centers into decline - with
many once-thriving stores closing
and cities rolling up the sidewalks
at 5 p.rn. on weekdays.

That practice of solo commut­
ing is no longer environmentally
or economically sustainable, he
said, noting that anything that
can be done to boost the down­
town's vitality will help the
entire region. He'd like to see
Connecticut's cities brought back
to life, with more people living
and working downtown, and
more light transit available for
those who commute.

"We must pay attention to
our downtown and cities,
and therefore, despite this
economy, I decided to move
to the city and be a visible
part of its redevelopment."

Environmental concerns were
another factor. "As engineers, we
(at AI) have a commitment to
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