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mer of AI Engmeermg Inc.in Mlddletown, has] ansto
build a 12-story; $40 million office tower on the site of the
former WFSB studios on Constitution Plaza in Hartford. -
Although he’s yettoline up most ofhis ﬁnancmg, heissure
h will. So sure that he’s put up $2 million of his own to buy
and tear down the building,
ﬁ WSI@N F OR What accounts for such

BRTFORD -ironclad optimism? Maybe it’s
o because, as an engineer, Mr.
Islam is used to turning
obstacles into epportunities.

Yes, the economy has
stowed. But Mr. Islam believes the lag in‘construction means -
companies are likely to bid more competitively, reducmg his
project’s costs. He also believes AT Engineering’s
commitment to lease 15 percent of the 200,000- square foot :
buﬂdmg will ease lenders’ worries. :
.'The building’s design-— Mr. Islam is shooting for the U S
Green Buﬂdmg Council’s “platinum” rating, the highest for
energy and environmental innovation — should appeal to
firms specializing in engineering, technblogy and research.”
(As will the amenities; a 2,500-square-foot auditorium, open
floor plans, natural lighting; a rooftop garden and v1ews over
the ConnecticutRiver ... .)

I M. Islam succeeds, his tower wﬂlbe the first major
addition of new office space to downtown in more than two
decades. His choice of Hartford is rooted in his confidence in
the re-emergence of cities as prominent places where people
Hive, work and play.

‘We'’re sure he’sright. : ;
<'These are troubled times for the economy. But Mr. Islam
reminds usthat; for people with vision, determination and :
the means to make things happen, thereare opportumtles in
every season.

croubled times




