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THE NEW AI Technology Center on
Constitution Plaza in Hartford would
feature a curved metal sunshade to ,

. shield workers from heavy sunlight in the
summer and to absorb heat in the winter.TOWER,AIO

.High-Rise In Hard Times
Developer Outlines Plans

For.Constitution Plaza

I n the thick ofa recession, the new owner ofthe
former WFSB studios on Constitution Plaza in
Hartford is moving ahead quickly with plans

for a 12-story, $40 million office tower on the site­
potentially the first significant office construction
downtown in more than 20 years.

Demolition ofBro&dcastHouse, which opened in
1961 and is known for its scalloped roof, could begin
as e_arlyas February.

~~I OFFICE TOWER 1=1~=
Owner Abul A. Islam and city officials will

present the plans publicly today at the site ofthe
_closed building, which WFSB vacated last year in
favor ofa newly builtRocky Hill location.

Islam, who owns a Middletown engineeringfrrm,
bought the property in July. He still needs to obtain
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little bitofvision and a lotof
drive."

The city has put together a
redevelopmentplan that could
lead to the takeover ofthe
Clarion by eminent domain if
the owner- The Maharishi .
SchoolofVedic Sciences­
won't sell willingly. In the past,
developers have come close,
but have been unsuccessful in
efforts to buy the old hotel.

Daniel L. WhIttemore,
associate vice president at
Islam's fIrm and project
manager ofthe new center,
saidthe company isn't
interested in redevelopingthe
hotel.

"Thehotel is amuchlarger
challenge," Whittemore said.
"It's harder to demolish and it
straddles the street."

BroadcastHouse isn't
physicallYconnected to the
plaza, Whittemore said.

Althoughoffice vacancies in
Hartford are expected to rise
. kers

sdeep
as I'ofthe last two
recessions.

Islam said he knows he will
have to charge about $26 a
squarefoot, not including
utilities and other expenses.
That's above the current
high-endlease price for the
best office space downtown.

Islam's vision calls for the
highest green ating,
amo(lel ofen

going to workfor
50 years," Islam said.

"We decided we needed to go
back to Hartford."

The building is designed
with 120p es below
ground, wells fthe400
needed ifeveryone in the
buildingdrove to work.

Though the building would
have an agreement to share
parking with the rest ofthe
plaza, Islam saidthe design
w make it easierfor
w other
means rtaHon. A
bicycl ea, for
exampl elocated
nearloc

"You can take a showerand
ride the elevatorup," Islam
said.

suburbs, wher
most often free e
oftenlower. ButIslam, who
believes in pedestrian- and
bicycle-fri planning,

of
sprawl are just
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3. Parking:
two levels
above
ground and
two below

2. Office
space: 10
floors

of2010. Hartfo ddie
A. Perez said redeveloping
BroadcastHouse would give a
marketingboost for the
pI' door, the long
vacan
Hotel.

"Thi
that area,"
added that
considerin
tax breaks.

InIslam, Perez said, "We
have an entrepreneurwith a

ompany, which
road, bridge and

ouldbethe
tenant,

square feet anhe
are feet envisioned

for th ilding. Thatcould
lam alegup w
s.

Islam hopes the
top-to-bottom green
technology used to operate the
building, including, for
example, a water recovery
system, will be a draw because
it .
b

12""Stol."'Y Towe:l'
1. Rooftop
solar
panels,
garden and
devices for
collecting
rainwater
for
recycling
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skittish abo
saidthe slowdo
work inhis favor
construction. Contractors are
likely to be competitive in
submittingbids because there
is less work.

"The costcouldb er
than $40 million, said.

Anative ofNew York, Islam
got his fITst engineeringjob in .
Hartford in the late 1980s. He
later startedhis pwn fITm in
thebasement ofhis Cromwell
condominium.

In1999, after moving into
successively largerrented
spaces and addingstaff, he

CONTINtJED FROM Al

ower

most pfthe fmancingfor the .
project, but will have invested
$2millionofhis own money in
purchasingand tearing down
the building, he saidMonday.

His fIrm, AI Engineering
Inc., with 90 employees, would
mov~ to Hartford and occupy
twofloors. Islam's hope is that
other tenants would be
attracted by a buildingso
technologicallyadvanced that
it also brings in students and
civic groups who wouldlearn
how it operates.

The building, tobe called
the AI TechnologyCenter,
would have a 250-seat

.auditorium and a small
amount ofstreet-levelspacefor
shops and a restaurant.

For the city, theproject
represents progress at a
crucial gateway location near
the Founders Bridgeand the
Connecticut Science Center,
which is set to open this
spring.

Islam, ofGlastonbury, is
developingthe site at a time
when officevacancies in the
cityare rising, although not at
alarmingrates. Downtown
Hartford is facing other
setbacks due to the recession.

Still, Islam said he is so
confident oflining uploans or
other investments-even
though creditmarkets have ~

tightened markedly in the. '-­
nation's fmancial crisis - that.
he began removing asbestos
from insideBroadcastHouse
this week.

Although the recession is
making companies cautious

banks
,Islam

to
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