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wiost of the financing for the

project, but willhave invested -
$2million ofhisown money in -

purchasingand tearing down
the building, he said Monday.
. Hisfirm, AlEngineering =

Inc.; with 90 employees; would -

“move to Hartford and occupy
two floors: Islam’s hope is that
othertenants wouldbe
attractedbya buildingso
technologically advanced that
italsobrings instudentsand -
eivic groups who Would 1earn
hﬁw it operates.

- Thebuilding, tobe ca]led
the Al'Technology Center,
would have a 250-seat '

-auditoriuvmandasmall
amount of sireet-level space for

‘ »hops and arestaurant.

« Forthecity the proj ect
representsprogressata

rucial gateway locationnear
the Founders Bridge and the
Connecticut Science Center,
whichissetto open tlns L
spring.

developingthesiteatatime
,When officevacanciesinthe

city are rising, althoughnotat

alarming rates. Downtown
Hartford is facing other
setbacks due to the recession.
-Still; Islam said heisso
confident of lining uploans or
other investments —even
though credit markets have
tightened markedly inthe. —

nation’s financial crisis ——that

he began removing asbestos

“from inside Broadcast House

“thisweek:

. Although therecessionis .. SOURCE; Teston

.‘Archltects lnc

wmaking companiescautious
about expanding, and banks

skittish aboutlending, Islam
said the slowdown is likely to

work in his favor during

construction. Contractorsare

- newtawer’s first tenant;

leasing 30,000 square feet of the
200,000 square feet envisioned .

likely to be competitive in

submlﬁ*mg bids because there -

islesswork.
~ “Thecostcould be lower

than $40 million,” Islam s,a;d -
- Anative of New York, Islam
got his first engineeringjobin’ ©
" fop-to-bottom green ,
-technology used to operate the

Hartford in thelate 1980s. He
laterstarted hisown firmin
the basement of his Cromwell
condominium.

In 1999, after moving into
successrvely larger: rented
spaces and adding staff he .

again, Islam Iooked tbward
Hartford.

 added that ¥ ,
-~ considering Islam s request for
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~Islam, of Glastonbury, is

1. Rooftop
solayr ’
panels,
garden and
“devices for

_rainwater
for = ;
recycling

space; 10
floors

ﬁaza Level_

two levels
above

\\‘.

~and storm
water

, ;Islam’ company; which -
‘specializes inroad, bridgeand

building design, would be the

givelslamalegupwith .
lenders. ,
Tslam hopes the

building, including, for
example, a water recovery

m, will be adraw because
il be unhke any other

- yly‘ldethe elevat.)l'ff:up,f’ Islam

of 2010 Hartford Mayéykadd}e
A Perezsaid redeveloping -

‘BroadcastHouse would givea - |
marketingboostfor the -

property next deor, the long

taxbreaks. -
Inlslam, Perez sald “We
haveanentrepreneurwitha

. littlebitofvisionand alotof

-redevelopment plan that eould
leadtothetakeoverofthe =

collecting .-

2. Office
“ hotel.

~ challenge,” Whittemore said.
- #t’shardertodemolishand it

. BroadcastHouseisn’t
.~ physically connectedtothe
- plaza, Whittemore said.

‘a8 elther ofthelast two
, recessmns

‘have to‘charge about $26a
: = square foot, not including
3. Parking: - '
That’s above the current

- high-endleasepricefor the.
ground and '
iwo below '

“highestgreen buﬂdmg ratmg,

. conse rvatlon He also hopes 1o

storage =
, 2 often lower. But Islam, who

“saidthe good timesof
- suburban sprawl are Just
aboutover

_thenext 50 years, » Islamsaid.
- “Wedecided we needed togo
. 'back to Hartford. S

‘ground, well short of the 400

~ building drove to work.

_parking with the rest of the
plaza, Islarn said the design
-would make it easierfor

~ workers toarrive by other
means of transportation. A
bicycle parkmg area, for
‘example, would be located
nearlockers and showers.

drive.” :
Thecity hasputtogethera

Clarion by eminent domain if -
the owner——The Maharishi
School of Vedic Sciences —

< won’t sell willingly. In the past,
- “developershave come close,

but have been unsuceessfil in
efforts to buy the old hotel. -
Daniel L. Whittemore;

. -associate vieepresident at

Islam’s firm and project

‘manager ofthe new center,

saidthe company isn’t :
mterested in redevelopmg the

“The hotel isa much larger

straddles the street.”

- Although office vacaneiesin
Hartfﬂrd are expectedtorise
ear; Cal brokers

Islam saidhe knows he will
utilities and other expenses.
be’st office space downtown.

Islam’s vision calls for the

amode] of energy

suburbs, where parking is
most often free and taxes are

believes in pedestrian- and
bicycle-friendly city p}axmmg,

~ “Isnotgoingto Work for .

- The buﬂdmg isdesigned
with 120 parking spaces below:

needed if everyone in the

* Though the building would
have anagreementtoshare.

~ “You can take ashower and
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